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The Council on Community Advocacy Planning Committee is design to represent 

COCA’s involvement with the planning of the AUCD Annual Meeting and 

Conference each year.  The committee Co-Chairs participated on one conference 

call with the 2009 Conference Chair Tamar Heller, other planning committee 

members, and AUCD staff.  We addressed key issues of concern that were 

collected from the COCA evaluations during the 2008 annual meeting, i.e., the 

COCA meeting agenda, times and location of meeting rooms, possible workshops 

that COCA members could be involved in, the registration forms, the accessibility 

of the conference hotel, and the accessibility guidelines for conference proposals.  

The good news for COCA this year is we were able to switch the time of our 

business meeting to the afternoon to make the most of the time we have together.  

Communication with staff and planning committee members continued through 

follow-up emails and telephone calls with any additional concerns or questions that 

needed clarification. 

AUCD staff shared the accessibility survey with the hotel staff and talked about 

some of the things the hotel could do better this year to train front desk staff when 

checking in people with disabilities.  The issue with the elevators not providing 

adequate clearance or timing between entry/exit and car platform for individuals 

with wheelchairs was also addressed.  They also discussed the fragrance free 

rooms.  The staff believes there could be some additional accommodations that can 

be incorporated this year.  They will ensure some language will be placed on the 

conference website this year for participants to be sure they understand what the 

accommodations are that the hotel can offer and who to contact if any problems 

occur.  This should alleviate some of the past problems or confusions.  

The call for papers opened in April and closed in June.  Once the call for papers 

closed, we then had the opportunity to review the submitted proposals for 

workshops and poster sessions.  There were nearly 175 proposals received that 
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were divided among four teams for review.  Each team, consisting of three people, 

reviewed approximately 40 proposals to establish their appropriateness for the 

conference and to note their strengths and weaknesses.  There were two steps to the 

review process; the initial individual review, which was made online, and the 

group score that was determined through a teleconference to make the final 

recommendations.  Once this process was completed the applicants were informed 

whether they were accepted or not. Some proposals that were submitted as a 

concurrent session were accepted as a poster and some that were submitted as 

posters were accepted as concurrent session.  The COCA Strategic Plan Ad Hoc 

Committee submitted a proposal for a poster session which was accepted. 

The theme for the Training Symposium is Keys to Successful Transition: 

Employment, Health and Postsecondary Education.  Two current COCA members 

and one past COCA member, (Mitchell Levitz, Jan Moss, and Rosalind German) 

are featured presenters for the Symposium on Monday, November 9
th

.  The 

registration fee for consumers was reduced to ensure affordability and greater 

attendance by consumers and family members. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mitchell Levitz, COCA Planning Committee Co-Chair 

Karen E. Irick,   COCA Planning Committee Co-Chair 

 


